
 

 

 Dear Central Church Friends,  

 

Grace and Peace to you and yours.   

 

I write these words with a heavy heart.  The destruction in 

Haiti is almost overwhelming.  The pictures and the stories from 

the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere where an 

earthquake struck on January 13, touch our hearts.   

 

 

As of January 17, over 50,000 lives have been lost.  The loss of 

life includes Rev. Sam Dixon, a United Methodist pastor who was 

the Chief Executive of the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief and Jean Arnwire, a lay person from Highland Park United 

Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas, who was in Haiti with a 

Volunteer Mission Team from her church.  

 

 

When tragedies such as this strike, we are left struggling for 

answers as to why this could happen.  This earthquake did not 

take place because the Haitian people are evil or sinful or made 

a pact with the devil.  This natural event took place because the 

earth shifted and poorly constructed buildings came crashing 

down.   

 

I wish the answers were easy and clear.  They are not.  But in 

the midst of all this death and destruction, our God of love and 

comfort and hope and life lives in the midst of the people of 

Haiti and all those who are grieving with them.  God hugs, God 

cries, God comforts.   
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And, God asks us to do the same.  We are 

the heart and hands and hugs of God.  In 

Godõs name, we can do no less.  We can 

also offer our financial support (see the 

information elsewhere in this issue of the 

Central Story as to how this can be done).  

 

We offer our prayers to those whose loss 

is beyond our understanding.  We gather 

them into our hearts and hold them close, 

believing that Godõs grace and peace will 

one day be theirs.  

Be gentle with yourself, with one another 

and with all creation.  

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Dave 

 

The question often comes up in meetingsð
Why does Central NOT have a United 
Methodist Menôs Group?  The answer is we 
have tried but it just was not the right time.  
The right time has come and we are forming 
a United Methodistôs Menôs group.  Our first 
breakfast meeting will be on Tuesday, 
February 22 at Bobôs at the Marina.  Join us 
for breakfast at 7:30 a.m.  We will discuss 
future plans and be on the road by 8:30 a.m.  
If you would like to be involved in this group 
contact Dave Bennett or Alan Cook.  See 
you on the 22nd! 

NEW GROUP FORMING  

Central Church is always full of surprises.  My New Year began with a broken radiator pipe 

in the Knoles Building on New Yearõs Eve.  This break caused damage to the floor of Room 

22, the ceiling of Room 6 and the ceiling of the newly remodeled womenõs restroom on the 

first floor of the Knoles Building.  It is my hope that all of the repairs will be complete by 

the end of January.  Fortunately Central has insurance.  The cost to the church for repairs 

is the$1,000 insurance deductible and the repair of the broken pipe.  

The Stewardship Campaign is in full swing.  Chuck & I will serve refreshments (sparkling 

cider, perhaps strawberries and a òthank youó cookie) at the conclusion of each service on 

Commitment Sunday, January 31st.  Please attend church on January 31st and help 

support the ministries of Central Church with a pledge/commitment card. 

The Edgecombs will travel to Kauai and Maui in May 2010.  My son Devin and his wife 

Gina will join us the first week and my brother Jim and his significant other Juanita will 

join us the second week.  We are excited about the possibility of downhill bicycling, 

kayaking and zip -line adventures.    

As always, please stop by the office and say òhió if you are in the neighborhood. Although 

the office is always busy, we are never too busy to say òhió. 

          

Take care - Connie 

Connieõs Chatter
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Beginning with the March 2010 issue of  the Central Story our newsletter will be distributed in a 
new way.  This is for environmental and economic reasons.  Everyone should have received a 
letter which outlines the plan in detail.  Please note the new plan and the options outlined below. 

 

The plan is as follows: 

 

~All homebound members or friends of  Central Church without computer access will 
receive a copy of  the Central Story free of  cost by first class mail. 

 

~All active members or friends, or homebound persons with computer access, may receive 
the Central Story by email or read it (and/or download it) on/from the website; or contribute 
$20.00 to receive the Central Story by mail.  Those able to do so may choose  to pick up their 
copy in the Narthex, the Lobby of  the Knoles Building, or the Church Office. 

 

~All out of  town members or friends may receive a copy of  the Central Story by e-mail (or 
through the website) or through the mail by giving an annual contribution of  $20.00 to 
Central UMC. 

 

Everyone is asked to choose the way in which they wish to receive the Central Story.  Our 
newsletter is a vital link within the life of  Central Church.  It is our intention that everyone who 
wishes to do so will continue to receive the Central Story. 

 

This may be a bit confusing as we begin.  Please, if  you have any questions please call Pastor Dave 
at 466.5046, e-mail him at dave@cumcstkn.org, or call Connie at 466.5046 or e-mail her at 
csse@cumcstkn.org. 

CENTRAL STORY TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED IN NEW WAY  

mailto:dave@cumcstkn.org
mailto:csse@cumcstkn.org
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Central Story Distribution  

Please indicate below how you wish to receive your copy of the Central Story. Return the  

form to the Church Office at 3700 Pacific Avenue, Stockton, CA 95204, place it the Sunday 

 offering, or email your choice to Central@cumcstkn.org no later than  February 28. 

************************************************************************  

I (we) am/are homebound without computer access.  Please send my free copy of the Central Story to: 

 

 NAME (S)_______________________________________________________ 

  

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE NUMBER (S)_____________________________________________ 

 

 

I (we) would like to receive the Central Story via e-mail.  Please e-mail the Central Story to: 

 

 NAME (S)_______________________________________________________ 

 

 E-MAIL ADDRESS_______________________________________________ 

 

 

I (we) will pick up my (our) copy of the Central Story in the Narthex, the Lobby of the Knoles Building or at the 
Church Office. 

 

 NAME___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I (we) would like to receive the Central Story by hard copy through the mail.  Enclosed is a $20.00 donation.  
Please send to: 

 

 NAME____________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:Central@cumcstkn.org
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My mail is full of information for you.  There is 

material in my office on the following:   

¶ New Calif. Rules on ñMild Cognitive Impairmentò vs. 

ñDementiaò in Assisted Living 

¶ Advance Health Care Directive forms  

¶ Brochures on many of Stocktonôs major Senior Living 

facilities  

¶ Kaiser Permanenteôs Senior Advantage  Program (kp.org/

seniors) [for Medicare folks]  

Class Schedule for Hutchins St. Square [ heated ] Swimming 

Pool, Lodi.  It includes Aquatic Fitness classes for arthritis, 

conditioning, seniors.  

Call me at the church if youôd like contact phone numbers  

or more info:  466 -5046 ext. 23.  

The 1st brochure above has implications if 

youôre considering a move to senior living for 
you or a family member.  Entry interviews 

include assessments in this area.  An 

overview:  

New Calif. Rules on ñMild Cognitive Impairmentò 

vs. ñDementiaò in Assisted Living 

 

State licensing requirements for Residential 
Care Facilities for the Elderly (RCFE), i.e., 

Assisted Living Communities, serving 
residents with dementia have changed.  The 

Community Care Licensing Div. (CCLD) now 
draws a distinction between ñmild cognitive 
impairmentò (MCI) and ñdementiaò, the more 

serious condition.   

 

More than just losing your keys or forgetting 
names, MCI involves difficulties with short -

term memory loss to an extent greater than 
the normal aging process, but not to the 

severe degree of cognitive and functional 

impairment as dementia.  

 

Dementia (there are 52 types) may involve 

significant problems with language, 
judgment, changes in personality or 
behavior, and short - term memory loss.  The 

personôs daily functioning is affected, 
including their ability to perform common 

Activities of Daily Living (ADLs).  

 

The distinction between MCI and dementia is 

significant as it is the basis for determining 

who may reside in a particular RCFE.  For 
someone with dementia to move in or be 

retained as a resident, additional care, 
physical plant, and staff training are now 
required of the facility.  Also, there is a need 

for ongoing assessments and observation of 

the resident to watch for dementia.  

 

The ñPhysicianôs Reportò form reflects the 

new definitions, but not the complete 

wording.  

Why is all this important?  

¶ The diagnosis of MCI vs. dementia may 

determine the type of facility you live in.  

¶ ñDementiaò may exclude you from 

facilities for independent and MCI - level 

residents.  

¶ It may require placement on a higher 

level of care (and also more expensive).  

¶ However, some long - term care 

insurances will cover ñdementiaò, but not 

ñMCIò. 

Until physicians are well - versed on the new 
distinctions, they may diagnose people as 

having dementia, when the MCI diagnosis 

would be more accurate.  

www.CAassistedliving.org  has further 

information.  

For the exact definitions and further 

information, ask me for the CALA flyer.  

Martha Tipton, your Parish Visitor  

http://www.caassistedliving.org/
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Join Centralôs Boy Scout Troop 12 for Pancakes 

Sunday, February 14, 2010 

9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 

2010 marks the Centennial of the Boy Scouts of America and Troop 12 will 

celebrate over 55 years of service to our youth and community.  Please join 

us on Scout Sunday to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Boy Scouts with a 

pancake breakfast hosted by Troop 12 Scouts.  Troop 12 also invites those 

Central members who have been associated with Boy Scouts (men and 

women!) to help us plan more events this year that reconnect older Scouts 

and leaders with younger Scouts who are currently hiking their trail to Eagle 

Scout. 

HAITI RELIEF SUPPORT  

 

The devastation in Haiti is 
overwhelming and heartbreaking.  
As a congregation we have always 
been generous in reaching out in 
times of tragedy.  This is such a 
time.  

 

Those wishing to donate to the 
relief effort in Haiti may do so by 
writing a check to Central United 
Methodist Church and noting that it 

is for Haiti Relief, putting cash in an 
offering envelope and making the 
same notation, or by going directly 
to the United Committee on Relief 
website http://new.gbgm -umc.org/
umcor/ and giving directly to 
UMCOR.   100% of any donation 
given to UMCOR through Central 
Church or directly to UMCOR will go 
to Haiti Emergency Relief.  

 

{!ʗ° !ƕ{ ŝ!kťě° Ƞ!ʱ ̄ȹĉ!ƕťȠ̅ 

We want to thank you all for your generosity and kind words during the Christmas Season.  We very 

much appreciate your remembering us.   

 

Thanks to all the Central Church staff for your extra work during this very busy season.  Your ministry 

is a gift to our whole congregation.  

 

Blessings and Peace, 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/
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FEARLESS GIVING IN FEARFUL TIMES COMMITMENT SUNDAY SET  

FOR JANUARY 31  

THURSDAY MORNING Tai Chi  

at 10:00 in the Fireside Room 

for Arthritisó (donõt need to have 

arthritis!).  

 

Led by Brenda Norris.  Open to 

anyone! 

Monthly fee.  

 

 

 

 

òTai Chi for Wellnessó began in the 

late ô90s as a class for senior citizens.  

Open to all, it stresses staying well, 

flexible, mobile, and feeling good!  

 

The first section is òtapping and 

slappingó, breathing, meditation, self-

massage, stretching and flexing.  Itõs 
not as kinky as it sounds!   Ask Nancy 

McCain or Martha T.  

 

Next comes a series of Tai Chi 

movements and we finish with òTai Chi 

On Sunday, January 31, all members 
and friends of Central Church will be 
invited to make their 2010 financial 
commitment to the ministries of Central 
Church.   

 

Our Stewardship Campaign Fearless 
Giving in Fearful Times has lifted up 
the ministries and programs which your 

generous gifts support.  These are 
fearful times, but, by giving fearlessly we 
will be able to support all our ministries 
and programs.  We continue to reach out 
to persons in our congregation and 
community to offer the grace and love of 
Jesus Christ.  Your generosity makes 
this possible.  Thanks in advance for 
your commitment. 
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CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Friday, March 5 - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 6  - 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

  Jewelry      

          FOOD 

Nearly New Booth 

Clothing and Furniture 

Help the women of  Central provide funds for the youth and SSP as well as missions 

around the world.  Clean closets, garages, and kitchensñfind good useable items for 

the UMW rummage sale.  Our jewelry section always earns lots of  money, so if  you 

have jewelry you no longer need or wear, donate that also.  Donations may come to 

the church the Monday of  the sale and later.   

FEBRUARY 7, 2010 is UMW Sunday at 

Central. 

The women will be participating in 

both worship services as liturgists. 

 

 

The next general meeting will be 

February 9  

with lunch at 11:30 a.m. 

All women are invited. 

We will have a program and business 

meeting. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED  

Interfaith Tea  

February 11, 2010 

1:00 p.m. 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

2343 Country Club Blvd. 

Our Mayor will be the speaker! 
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 Dear Friends,  

Happy New Year!  

I have had the privilege of meeting many of you, 

but for those whom I have not met, my name is 

Toua Yang and I come to Central United Methodist 

from Oroville. I want to thank each and every one 

of you for warmly welcoming me into the Central 

UMC family. I was deeply touched by the reception 

I received my first week here. Although I am not a 

local of Stockton, I feel as if I am not far from 

home either. My hope is to that I will get to know 

each and every one of you here at Central UMC and 

I look forward to hearing great stories about the 

wonderful legacy Central has to tell. 

As the Youth Director, I am hopeful that with your 

prayers and support, I will be able to help facilitate 

the growth of our youth in their relationship with 

God through enrichment and social activities as 

well as community involvement. I have spoken 

with some of the members regarding the possible 

collaboration of the Youth Fellowship and local 

organizations affiliated or supported by the church. 

I trust that with your support and mentorship, our 

youth will grow up to be Godly individuals towards 

each other and develop compassion towards our 

communities.  

Within the first few weeks of working with the 

youth, I have found that we have a very positive 

and proactive group and through discussing the 

needs and wants of each individual, we have come 

up with many great ideas for the coming year. I 

encourage the parents of our youth to take note of 

the following dates and help urge the youth to 

actively participate. The more youth we have the 

more we can learn from each other. We have a very 

diverse group of youth and this adds to the 

uniqueness of Central UMC. I am grateful to have 

such an opportunity to work with a diverse group of 

young men and women.  The following lists the 

current meeting times and dates. 

Parents and Youth, please take note of the 

following:  

¶ Youth Fellowship ï Every Sunday, 12:15 ï 

1:45 p.m.  (High School group) 

Youth Fellowship ï Every 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and some 5th 

Sundays, 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m. 

(6th, 7th, and 8th graders) 

I am extremely excited about the work we will be 

doing this year and I look forward to working and 

getting to know everyone much better as the year 

progresses.  

May God richly bless you in 2010!! 

 

Toua Yang  

TO
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Everyone is needed to help with 

EGGSTRAVANZA on Easter Sunday.  

EGGSTRAVANZA is our Easter Egg Hunt 

following the eleven oõclock worship 

service in Central Park.  We need 1,000 

plastic eggs, wrapped candy or little 

toys to go in the 1,000 plastic eggs.  

We also need 75 Easter baskets, 

cookies and volunteers to help after the 

worship service.  Bring your donations to 

the church kitchen.  

 


