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3700 Pacific Avenue Dear Central Church Friends,
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(209) 466-5046 Grace and Peace to you all in the midst of the summer season. I
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I am spending much of the month of July at the Mercy Center in
Burlingame participating in the Internship for Spiritual
Direction. I promise a full report upon my return.

pray you are finding some time for rest and renewal.
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Bennett's Tenets

Thanks to the Staff Parish Relations Committee for supporting
me in this part of my journey. Thanks to my wife, Jackie, for
doing "my jobs" at home so that I can be away. I also appreciate
the support of the congregation.

Kien's Corner
Martha's Medicine
Visitor Views

Emergency Food Bank

Our People

Did You Know?
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I am grateful to Alan Cook, Sandra Exelby, and Joe Krider for
filling the pulpit while T am away. Thanks, too, o John

August Communion 8  McLaughlin of Holy Cross UMC for offering his pastoral care
Upcoming Events 9 support. Thanks to Connie Edgecomb and all the staff for taking
Red Skelton 10 onextra duties so that I can be away. I know you have been and
_ _ _ will be in good hands while T am at the Mercy Center.
Five Practices Meeting 1
Ireland and Scotland 12
As schools schedules begin again we are reminded that our
Position Opening 13

ministries will be back in full swing soon. Please check out other
Birthdays & Anniversaries 14 information in this edition of the Central Story.

Calendar of Events 15

T look forward fo returning to Central with renewed energy and
a deeper sense of God's spirit guiding our shared ministries.

Blessings and Peace,

Dave
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Hi everyone; here I am again! I know you
don't want to know everything from me.

It is going to be hard on me, but sometimes
it is fun to know about someone’s life. I am
doing fine. I am still busy doing what I have
to do. The Annual Conference was great for
me. I am able to follow much easier than
the last three years. My name appeared on
the pastor role the first time in the 11 years I
have served the Lord. I am so happy for
myself.

Rancho Park was so good too. 40 people
from our congregation including non-
church members also joined us. Sophal Suon
and her husband and his friends were also
there. Oeurt Chhim and his whole family
came. We sang songs, and praised God. We
played volley ball for a couple hours and we
came back home at 5:00. Most of them were
happy and I was happy and had a good time
also.

We celebrated Father’s Day with a potluck
and quail eggs for Papa’s gift from Sylvia
Phon and Poeu Moung, Martha Moung’s
parents. Both of them are very nice to our
church members. They serve and host this
birthday celebration every month. They are
such a blessing to our congregation. I could
not remember what happened in that day,
but what I can remember is: It was fun! Fun!
Fun!

Saturday Bible Study was on vacation, but
we are having choir rehearsal for Sunday at
Saroeun’s house every Saturday at 6:00 p.m.
Thank God for their hospitality and
opening the door for us and be willing to
serve us dinner each time we meet.

We still have the Khmer language in Room
14 and we had 10 students attending

including Katie Schubert. And I also want
to invite all of your children to come too
if they want to learn. It is easy like ABCD.

I also want to introduce to you our
Cambodian Language teacher. He only
converted to our Christianity a couple
years ago. Now he teaches the Cambodian
class for our kids. He is now 70 years old.
He is an active member no longer serving
as a monk in the Cambodian way. He loves
the Lord, and has had an appointment on
the 17 of July for surgery. Please payer for
him and his family. Krub Y1 had his
cataract removed on the first of July. He is
seventy three years old living alone at Park
Village apartment. Please continue to pray
for him also. While you are doing that
please don't forget to pray for me also, for
my spiritual and physical as well. Thank
you.

See you all again next month. I wish you all
well in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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MARTHA S MEDICINE

Here is what my schedule looked like last week:

Sunday: Church, All Star Little League game, work the night shift
Monday: Nap, All Star game, work the night shift

Tuesday: Nap, household chores to catch up, ball practice

Wednesday: Take the car in for setvice, to Santa Cruz for the day with my four
TEENAGERS

Thursday:  Pick up car, grocery shop, ball practice, work the night shift

Friday: (shortl) nap, appointment with eldest, second to DMV for drivers license! More
household chores (still not caught up), arranged for daughter to get to and from
award ceremony, youngest to Movie Night at school, work the night shift

Saturday: Nap, to Vacaville for All Star game, home, yelled at boys to pack for SSP, work
the night shift

Sunday: Nap, Church, to Vacaville for All Star game, NICE dinner with family, home to
fall into bed fully dressed!!

Does your schedule look something like this? I’d like to talk to you about Healthy Balance in our lives:

Why are we out of balance? 1) The human condition seems more aligned with chaos than with
balance. 2) We live lives in which demands outpace our time or energy. 3) Our culture seems to over-value
service to others and under-value care of ourselves. 4) We seem addicted to “quick-fixes” and not want to look

for long term solutions.

How can I help stay in balance? 1) All we do should be done for the glory of God (I Cor. 10:31). 2)
God has created all of life for our good. Rest and work are equally important dimensions of our life. 3) We
are encouraged to not be overly concerned about things that are temporary. 4) Consider our current life in
terms of energy investments, values and priorities. 5) Develop an action plan and live our lives with confidencel
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Visitor Views . . .

PHONE SCAM ALERT!

A Central senior has reported this scam currently running in Stockton.
Please warn your friends, neighbors, and family.

Someone phones you, gives a first name, and says, "I am calling from your
church. We need to verify your credit card number for accounting
reasons.” Once they have that information, they then can charge items on your
account.

If you have fallen prey to this, contact your credit card company—usually
there is a toll-free number on the back of the card—and cancel your card
immediately. (They can issue you a new card.) Then call your police dept. to
report the incident. Get a police report #. It helps limit your financial liability.

Our senior realized as soon as she hung up that something was fishy. She
called one of our visitors. Together they took quick action in following the steps
above, then they alerted us.

You need to know that no one from Central would approach you this way
about your giving, finances, or credit card. That is confidential and handled here
at the office.

Steps you can take:

If you have any doubts or suspicions, hang up! (A legitimate caller will
understand.) Alert the police.

If you have Caller 1.D., write down their phone number for the police.

If you need to stall the caller or are suspicious, ask them to name your
church and for their last name and phone number. (This is usually enough to
make them hang up!)

If you need help, call someone: me, the church, another visitor, a friend or
family member. Keep our phone numbers by your phone. Protect yourself by
getting help.

Martha Tipton, your Parish Visitor
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The Emergency Food Bank is in dire need
of dry goods such as rice, pasta, mac and
cheese mixes, hamburger helpers, cake
mixes, jello, crackers, tortillas, beans, etc.
Of course, canned goods are always
welcome also! Because of the heat and
high gas prices, it's been more difficult for
families and individuals to reach the EFB,
yet come they must! Please choose a
schedule and level of giving for your family
and bring what you can comfortably (or
sacrificially) spare to feed our neighbors
who are struggling against hunger. Those
who wish to volunteer at the EFB can do
so by calling the EFB and asking to speak
with Gail or Gary at 464-7369 - you can
commit to an ongoing day each week or
month (Tuesday through Saturday), or
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arrange a one time experience by making
that call yourself. Otherwise, you are invited
to join other Centralites on our regularly
scheduled service day every other month.
The remaining dates for this year are August
23, October 25, and Dec 20th. We arrive
promptly at 9:15 a.m. and finish shortly after
the doors close at 12 noon. You will be
trained on the job. If you wish to volunteer
and commit to one or all three of these
dates, please call Ruth Stefanac, 478-1050
to sign up as we are limited to providing 6
workers on each of those days.

)*

interested folks.

request to be removed from the mailing list.

Pastor Dave lifted up the idea of Central Connection some time ago. The idea has not yet come to life.
However, August is the time for Central Connection to be born.

What is Central Connection you might be wondering . . . Central Connection will be a weekly reflection from
Pastor Dave—from his current reading, events in the life of the church, the nurturing of spiritual
disciplines, or other interests which might develop over time. Central Connection will be emailed weekly to

If you would like to join those who have already expressed interest in this weekly email reflection, simply
email Pastor Dave at dave@cumecstkn.org and he will add you to the list. Feel free to give it a try. If
Central Connection doesn’t meet your needs, you can easily (with no hard feelings on Pastor Dave’s part)

+ ).+,
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T | recovering
from foot surgery.
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Stella’s youngest son passed
away on July 22 in Spokane,
Washington.

C %, health issues.

$ , health
issues.
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Thanks to all the Central people who
worked the Asparagus Festival this year.

7

7

Because of your hard work & dedication
Central received a check in the amount
of $2,296.80 from Stockton Asparagus
Festival, Inc.

This money will be contributed to the
Boilers, Bats and Bugs Fund.

Please Note
Change of Address
Agda Martinson
6725 Inglewood #235
Stockton, CA 95207
209-952-5767
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Did You Know? . . .

Central has its own small connection to Red Skelton who's being
remembered in our Aug. 3 program. Our late and beloved Parish
Nurse Joane Buck's maiden name was Skelton—they were shirt-tail
cousins! Those of you familiar with Joane's quirky sense of humor
can readily see that it must have run in that family's genes.
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With the help of PG&E,

Central's electric
transformer installation on
the east side of the Knoles
Building has been painted
and is no longer

rusty. Special thanks fo a
PG&E employee who went
beyond his normal duties
and painted the channel
beam, inside the chain link
fence, which carries power
from the transformers to
the control box. The
remainder of the painting
project to cover the rusty
metal was completed by
CUMC volunteers.
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The Western Jurisdiction of the
United Methodist Church has
just completed its session in
Portland. They elected two
bishops to fill one retirement
and one resignation.

Bishop Grant Hagiya comes
from the Calif.-Pacific Annual
Conference (covering southern
Ca. and Pacific islands) and has
been assigned to the Seattle
area. He was one of Kien
Srey’s professors at the
Claremont School of Theology.

Bishop Elaine W. Stanovsky,
who has been appointed to the
Denver area, has served many
years in the Pacific Northwest
Conference (Seattle area and
Alaska).

Bishop Warner Brown comes to
serve the Calif.-Nevada A.C. as
our bishop this September.

;
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They are almost gone!!!

F
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Now is your chance to get one of the
last Central polo or T-shirts.  There
are only a few left, so get yours today!

Polo shirts—$§25
T-Shirts—§$12
Aprons—F10

Tote Bags—2/ 85
Special—The last cap—§7

All are on sale after both worship
services on July27th. Don’t miss this
chance to be a part of the Central
Team.
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Being a more recent member of CUMC I’ve heard
about the Chan’s ministry in Cambodia, but | must admit some
ignorance about who these people really are, and what they’re
doing over there. So I googled the General Board of Global
Ministries and read their biographies.

Joseph and Marilyn Chan are two extraordinary people
doing a remarkable work for the Lord. They have been serving
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia since 1998, being the first United
Methodist missionaries appointed to that country. Joseph has
wide ranging duties focused on evangelizing and church
growth, training and supporting new pastors, organizing, and
facilitating the acquisition of property for new churches.
Marilyn is a Women’s and Music Ministry Coordinator
involved in organizational development of Methodist women
in Cambodia. She seeks opportunities for exposure and
leadership development through networking with local and
international women’s groups. Mrs. Chan coordinates and
follows-up on ‘livelihood’ projects — pig farming, silk
weaving, bamboo basket weaving, vegetable farming, sewing,
fish farming and hammock making. Marilyn also advocates,
encourages, counsels and networks with local and international
churches and non-government organizations that promote

$ -
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empowerment and attempt to improve the health,
physical, emotional and spiritual growth of
Cambodian women.

In the mid seventies Marilyn and Joseph
escaped from years of enslavement in Cambodia
during the time of the “killing fields.” They
converted to Christianity while in a refugee camp,
later moving to New York and Stockton. Of her
current ministry, Marilyn says: “Daily | thank God
for choosing me to serve. | believe this is a call from
God to serve Christ by sharing the truth by building
trust, hope, and love. I joyfully and faithfully accept
it.”

Marilyn and Joseph have three children: a
son, Nyda and two daughters, Sodani and Christina.

We at Central are so proud of the Chan’s
work and their connection to this church. Please
support them with a generous offering on
Communion Sunday in August.

0
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Katrina Alison Jaggears attended The Women’s Campaign
School (WSC) at Yale University in mid-July.

The WCS at Yale is an intensive, five-day, nonpartisan political
training and leadership program for women. Admission is
competitive; 50 women worldwide are admitted to the program
each summer.
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Beginning last Sunday, July 20™, and continuing for five Sunday mornings, a DVD adult study,
featuring Sister Helen Prejean one of the world's leading authorities and outspoken critic of
state-sponsored execution, is being offered from 9:45 - 10:45 a.m. in Room 14 of the Knoles
Building.

A Roman Catholic Sister and leading American advocate for the abolition of the death penalty,
Sister Helen has ministered to numerous inmates on Death

Row, and has authored two books based on these experiences, Dead Man Walking and The Death
of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of Wrongful Executions. She is the founder of the Death
Penalty Discourse Center in New Orleans.

Alan England, a retired probation officer and Marriage and Family Counselor known to many of
you, and El Hoffman will serve as your facilitators. All interested adults are invited to
participate in this unique adult discussion and conversation series.

= =%
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The Crafters group of Unlted Methodist
Women will meet again on July 29th at 1:00 p.m.
to create items for the Holiday Bazaar. We have
several hand-made Christmas ornaments that we
plan to duplicate for the Bazaar. Come and join
us! We meet in the Knoles Building, Room 6.
Questions? Call Meg Estrada at 472-0188.

)8 "o _
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The Sunday Evening Bible Study will return from its
July vacation beginning on August 3rd. The Bible Study
meets each Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Fireside
Room.

For the first four Sundays in August (August 3, 10, 17,
24) the group will focus on the scripture readings for
the following Sunday. This will help Pastor Dave figure
out what to preach about!

EVERYONE is welcome to attend the Bible Study. No
previous experience needed. It is fun, informative, and
now . . . Pressuring the Pastorl What could be more
exciting? Join us on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in
the Fireside Room
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Jennings Barnett

Red Skelton

"Red Skelton
Remembered”

Sunday, August 3rd
Fellowship Hall
12:15 pm
Tickets —$10—Program & Lunch
%(
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!

Save Saturday, August 9th, for the CUMC evening at the
"Ports game. Come join in the fun at the ball park. Like
the song says, "Buy me some peanuts and crackerjacks,”
hot dogs and sodas, too. Tickets will be on sale July 27th
after both services. The price is only $9. Don't miss
this chance for fun, fellowship and the all American
pastime—baseball!

)s =

The Chairs of the Ministry Teams and
Committee Chairs will meet on Tuesday,
August 12 from 4-6 p.m. to look at future
events in the life of Central Church.

This is a very important meeting because
we want to co-ordinate the calendar so
that all the ministries of the church will
have the full support of the
congregation.

Committee Chairs and others have been
asked to mark their calendars so they
can participate in this August 12 meeting.
For further information or to have
questions answered please contact Pastor
Dave.
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The Wednesday evening gatherings to focus on the Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations were a great success. We averaged nearly 40
persons per meeting and discovered many new insights as to how
Central Church can be a more fruitful congregation.

A congregation-wide meeting is set for Sunday, August 17
following the 11:00 a.m. worship service to follow up with some of
the ideas shared during our earlier meetings. We will begin with a
simple meal and then spend a couple of hours sharing ideas about
ways we can become a more fruitful congregation. We will use the
insights lifted up at our Wednesday meetings to guide our
discussion. We may also lift up possible recommendations to the
Church Council. WHETHER YOU PARTICPATED IN THE
EARLIER MEETINGS OR NOT, ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!

Mark your calendars for SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 12:15 p.m., and
join us for lunch and help create the vision of what Central Church
can becomel!
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SAVE THE DATE

Celebration
Sunday
Sunday, September 14th
Worship
Fun
Food
Games
Information Booths
Water Slide
Bounce House
All Are Welcome!!

\
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In June 2007, Inez Pope, Jeri Riddiford and Alan and
Dianne England toured Ireland and Scotland for two
weeks with the Stockton Chorale. The Chorale sang
at such venues as St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin,
where Handel's Messiah premiered, and Edinburg
Castle, where Mary Queen of Scots hung out.
Saturday, August 23rd after a noon potluck in the
Fireside Room, Alan England will present a photo
review of the tour.

The program is open to all. Bring a dish to share and
your table service. If you are not on The Group
calling list, please call Bonnie Geib (478-4251) so that
we can arrange seating for all.

T
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POSITION OPEN FOR PERSONAL CARE ASSISTANT

This position is extended to students in general and who may be majoring in nursing, pre-  physical
or occupational therapy professions.

Position: Personal Care Assistant
Location: University of the Pacific

Work Schedule: Weekends 4 hours per day, totaling 8 hours per weekend.

Description:

Mild assistance to a wheel chair-using university freshman student attending
University of the Pacific in Stockton. Tasks would include assisting in dressing,
transferring from the wheel chair to certain platforms including shower chair, wheel
chair, and toilet. A 4-year old laboratory retriever serves as an assistance dog.

Personal assistance also includes reaching items the student cannot, replenishing
supplies, light house work, including light meal preparation and errands. The shifts
will be scheduled allowing for holiday breaks; the student lives in an apartment on
campus and has PCA’s during the week.

Qualifications: Student in good standing, who are non-smokers a minimum of 5’5 in height.
Transfer skills can be taught depending on the applicant’s overall skills. Knowledge of hygiene and
simple meal preparation, a love of the arts, as well as conversation would be a bonus!

Interview by appointment,
Job start: ASAP

Pay rate: $15.00  ($16.75 per hour including CA SDI, US Medicare/HI and Social
Security/ OASDI). Take home $15.00 per hout.

Saturday and Sunday the hours total 4 hours. The shifts are throughout
the day:

Wake up:8:30 AM- 1 hour; bathroom, dress, housekeeping jobs
11:00 AM- 30 minutes, bathroom break, misc
3 PM- 30 mins bathroom break
6 PM- 30 mins Bathroom break
9:00 PM 30 Bathtoom
10:30 PM 1 hour Ready for bed

Please email: dsedg(@comcast.net
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
Peter Liamsithisack Reggie Schubert
Jaime & Kim
Montenegro
Ron & Shuman
Bruinius
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
;aarrrt)i,n & Mary Ann ﬁ:thony L. Stevens, Darlene Talbott Bobby Bradley Matt & Ruth Stefanac Mary Ann Cox-Martin
Ralph Pedersen Michael Nilsen jZ::ins & Jeanette
Manya Ruhl John & Lee Bingham Jim & Carrie Darnall
Rachel Martinez Marcus & Sadie Stone
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Todd Ratto Gladys Finucane Lawrence Anne Larrouy Larry Meredith Neta Martin
Tom & Polly Tatton Liamsithisack Dora McDonald Stan Thomas
Gillian Murphy Chuck & Alma Jean
Signe Holly Holmes
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Helen Underhill Jane Davis Jaime Shuemake Dick Bennett Reba Lyon Jackie Bennett Cleola Holgate
John & Lynn Hawley Zztrr:rt & Cynthia Tammy Schubert Nancy Woodward
Dave Newstrom
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Barbara Bahler Scott Riley Linda Nugent Caryl North Randy Willson June & Jorge Sullivan Heidi Cortelyou
George Campbell Christie McCaa
Susy Prince
31
Ruth Caudle
Norma Cansler
Marisa Anne Low
Bryan & Ruth

Caudle
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Receive your copy of the Central Story on-line and save
paper and ink. By receiving the Central Story on-line you

will also save budget dollars, thus contributing your support
to the ministries of Central.

To receive the Central Story electronically -
Email: Central@cumcstkn.org

Subject: Receive the Central Story On-line




